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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment was received on 9/30/05 and has been entered and 
made of record. Currently, claims 1-9 are pending. 

Drawings 

2. Applicant's amendment to add a "Prior Art" label to Fig. 9 and to insert reference 
character "S52" into the specification has overcome the objection to the Drawings as 
cited in the previous Office Action. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 9/30/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's arguments regarding the rejection of claims 1,4,6, 
and 8, wherein on pages 12-13, the applicant asserts that the reference of Tanimoto 
fails to disclose control means which immediately decompresses the image data 
included in the image information when the attribute and the image data are determined 
to be arranged in the predetermined sequence. The examiner respectfully disagrees as 
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the reference of Tanimoto does disclose such a feature. Particularly, Tanimoto 
discloses in paragraphs [0034]-[0038] that the electronic mail is received by the system 
and stored in memory, a TIFF is extracted and analyzed to determine if the header 
information is in a predetermined sequence, and the image is decompressed (converted 
to dot data) if the system judges the arrangement to be correctly sequenced. Thus, the 
reference of Tanimoto does disclose control means which immediately decompresses 
the image data included in the image information when the attribute and the image data 
are determined to be arranged in the predetermined sequence and therefore the claim 
limitation is anticipated by the reference. 

In response to applicant's arguments regarding the rejection of claims 2, 5, 7, 
and 9, wherein on pages 13-15, the applicant asserts that the reference of Tanimoto 
fails to disclose control means which stores information indicating that attribute 
information and image data are arranged in a predetermined sequence into header 
information pertaining to the image information, and which produces the image 
information by means of storing the attribute information and the image data in a . 
predetermined sequence and output means which exchanges with a receiver device 
which is to send the image information, negotiation information pertaining to a layout 
sequence of the attribute information and the image data, and which outputs the image 
information, and control means which arranges the attribute information and the image 
data in a predetermined sequence on the basis of the result of exchange of the 
negotiation information, thereby producing the image information, and which outputs the 
image information to the output means. The examiner respectfully disagrees as the 
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reference of Tanimoto does disclose such features. Particularly, Tanimoto discloses a 
system that can convert electronic mail to a form that can be output by a facsimile 
device or vice versa. During the conversion between the two formats the system 
converts the data into a TIFF format containing header information and image data (see 
paragraph [0030] lines 1-4). The header information and image data are arranged in a 
predetermined sequence that will be checked after the data is received, converted to 
dot data, and finally printed out (see paragraphs [0034]-[0038]). Thus, there is a 
negotiation between the electronic mail service and the facsimile device to transfer the 
data, change the data into TIFF format, made up of header information and image data, 
and determine if the TIFF format is in a predetermined sequence, upon which if it is 
judged to be correctly sequenced, the data is converted into dot data for ultimate output 
(see paragraphs [0034]-[0038]). Therefore, Tanimoto discloses control means which 
stores information indicating that attribute information and image data are arranged in a 
predetermined sequence into header information pertaining to the image information, 
and which produces the image information by means of storing the attribute information 
and the image data in a predetermined sequence and output means which exchanges 
with a receiver device which is to send the image information, negotiation information 
pertaining to a layout sequence of the attribute information and the image data, and 
which outputs the image information, and control means which arranges the attribute 
information and the image data in a predetermined sequence on the basis of the result 
of exchange of the negotiation information, thereby producing the image information, 
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and which outputs the image information to the output means as recited in claims 2, 5, 
7, and 9. 

4. Therefore, the rejection of claims 1-9, as cited in the previous Office Action dated 
6/30/05, under 35 U.S.C. 102, as being anticipated by Tanimoto, is maintained and 
repeated in this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

6. Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Japanese Patent Application Publication No. 1 1-127297 to Tanimoto, as cited on 
Information Disclosure Statement dated July 27, 2001 . 

Regarding claim 1 , Tanimoto discloses an image information processing 
apparatus capable of entering image information in an image file format which enables 
storage, in arbitrary positions, of image data and attribute information pertaining to the 
image data, said image information processing apparatus comprising: communications 
means for receiving the image information (see Drawings 1 and 2 and paragraphs 
[0013], [0016], and [0018]), and control means which determines whether or not the 
attribute information and the image data are arranged in a predetermined sequence 
from header information pertaining to the image information received by said 
communications means, and which immediately decompresses the image data included 
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in the image information when the attribute information and the image data are 
determined to be arranged in the predetermined sequence (see Drawings 1 , 2, and 4, 
paragraphs [0013], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], 
[0034]-[0038], and [0049]-[0050], reference states that the header information is in a 
predetermined sequence and that sequence is checked upon reception, which is 
analogous to the claim limitation, and also the image data is decompressed at the time 
of reception , which is also analogous to the claim limitation, therefore the reference 
anticipates the claim limitations). 

Regarding claim 2, Tanimoto discloses an image information processing 
apparatus capable of entering image information in an image file format which enables 
storage, in arbitrary positions, of image data and attribute information pertaining to the 
image data, said image information processing apparatus comprising: control means 
which stores information indicating that attribute information and image data are 
arranged in a predetermined sequence into header information pertaining to the image 
information, and which produces the image information by means of storing the attribute 
information and the image data in a predetermined sequence (see Drawings 1, 2, and 4, 
paragraphs [0013], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], 
[0034]-[0038], and [0049]-[0050]), and output means for outputting the generated image 
information (see Drawing 1 and paragraph [0020] lines 2-5). 

Regarding claim 3, Tanimoto discloses the system discussed in claim 2, and 
further discloses wherein said output means exchanges negotiation information in 
connection with a layout sequence of attribute information and image data with a 
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receiver device which receives the image information, (see Drawings 1, 2, and 4, and 
paragraphs [0004]-[0010] and [0035]-[0038]), and said control means generates the 
image information on the basis of a result of the exchange negotiation information (see 
paragraphs [0038] and [0049]). 

Regarding claim 4, Tanimoto discloses an image information processing 
apparatus capable of entering image information in an image file format which enables 
storage, in arbitrary positions, of image data and attribute information pertaining to the 
image data, said image information processing apparatus comprising: communications 
means which exchanges with sender device sending the image information, negotiation 
information in connection with a layout sequence of the image data and attribute the 
information and which receives the image information (see Drawings 1 , 2, and 4, 
paragraphs [0004]-[0010], [0013], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, 
[0031] lines 1-3], [0034]-[0038], and [0049]-[0050]), and control means which 
immediately decompresses the image data included in the image information upon 
receipt of a message indicating that the attribute information and the image data are 
arranged in a predetermined sequence, as a result of exchange of the negotiation 
information (see paragraphs [0016], [0030] lines 1-4, and [0031] lines 1-3]). 

Regarding claim 5, Tanimoto discloses an image information processing 
apparatus which produces image information in an image file format, the format 
enabling storage of image data and attribute information thereof in arbitrary positions, 
said image information processing apparatus comprising: output means which 
exchanges with a receiver device which is to send image information, negotiation 
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information pertaining to a layout sequence of the attribute information and the image 
data, and which outputs the image information (see Drawings 1 , 2, and 4, and 
paragraphs [0004]-[0010] and [0035]-[0038]), and control means which arranges the 
attribute information and the image data in a predetermined sequence on the basis of a 
result of the exchanged negotiation information, thereby producing the image 
information, and which outputs the image information to the output means (see 
Drawings 1, 2, and 4, paragraphs [0013], [0016], [0020] lines 2-5, [0024], [0028] lines 3- 
6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3], [0034]-[0038], and [0049]-[0050]). 

Regarding claim 6, Tanimoto discloses a computer-readable storage medium in 
which is stored program for causing a computer to perform processing for entering and 
decompressing image information in an image file format which enables storage, in 
arbitrary positions, of image data and attribute information pertaining to the image data, 
the processing comprising: a determination step of determining whether or not the 
attribute information and the image data are arranged in a predetermined sequence 
from header information pertaining to the entered image information (see Drawings 1, 2, 
and 4, paragraphs [0013], [0015], [0016], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, 
[0031] lines 1-3], [0034]-[0038], and [0049]-[0050]), and a decompression step of 
immediately decompressing the image data included in the image information when in 
the determination step the attribute information and the image data are determined to 
be arranged in the predetermined sequence (see paragraphs [0030] lines 1-4 and 
[0031] lines 1-3). 
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Regarding claim 7, Tanimoto discloses a computer-readable storage medium in 
which is stored a program for causing a computer to perform processing for producing 
image information in an image file format which enables storage, in arbitrary positions, 
of image data and attribute information pertaining to the image data, the processing 
comprising: a sequential information storage step of storing information indicating that 
the attribute information and the image data are stored predetermined sequence into 
header information of the image information (see paragraphs [0016], [0024], and [0034]- 
[0037]), an image information generation step of producing the image information by 
means of storing the attribute information and the image data in the predetermined 
sequence (see paragraphs [0013], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 
1-3, [0034]-[0038], and [0049]-[0050]), and an output processing step of outputting 
generated image information (see paragraphs [0020] lines 2-5 and [0038]). 

Regarding claim 8, Tanimoto discloses a computer-readable storage medium in 
which is stored a program for causing a computer to perform processing for entering 
and decompressing image information in an image file format which enables storage, in 
arbitrary positions, of image data and attribute information pertaining to the image data, 
the processing comprising: a negotiation processing step of conducting negotiations in 
connection with a layout sequence of the image data and attribute information with a 
sender device which sends the image information (see paragraphs [0034]-[0038]), and 
a decompression step of immediately decompressing the image data included in the 
received image information, when it is reported that the attribute information and the 
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image data are arranged in a predetermined sequence through the negotiation 
processing step (see paragraphs [0030] lines 1-4 and [0031] lines 1-3). 

Regarding claim 9, Tanimoto disclose a computer-readable storage medium in 
which is stored a program for causing a computer to perform processing for producing 
image information in an image file format which enables storage in arbitrary positions, 
image data and attribute information pertaining to the image data, the processing 
comprising: negotiation processing step conducting negotiations in connection with a 
layout sequence of the image data and the attribute information with a receiver device 
which sends the image information (see paragraphs [0034]-[0038]), an image 
information generation step of producing the image information by means of arranging 
the attribute information and the image data in a predetermined sequence on the basis 
of a result of negotiations performed the negotiation processing step (see paragraphs 
[0013], [0024], [0028] lines 3-6, [0030] lines 1-4, [0031] lines 1-3, [0034]-[0038], and 
[0049H0050]), and an output processing step of outputting produced image information 
(see paragraphs [0020] lines 2-5 and [0038]). 



Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark R. Milia whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
7408. The examiner can normally be reached M-F 8:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached at (571 ) 272-7402. The fax number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Mark R. Milia 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 
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